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Value-added tax (VAT) 
The value-added tax (Davek na dodano vrednost –DDV) is regulated by the Value Added Tax Act, which is 

entirely harmonised with all provisions of the VAT Directives. 

VAT is payable on all supplies of goods and services effected by a taxable person in the course of their economic 

activity in Slovenia, on the intra-Community acquisition and on the importation of goods. 

If the buyer and seller are in Slovenia, the seller charges and pays VAT on supplies of goods and services. 

If the buyer and seller are in different EU member states, the buyer charges and pays VAT on acquisition of 

goods. 

Different rules apply to services depending on the place of the provision and type of service. According to the 

rules on the place of supply of services, business-to-business supplies of services are taxed where the buyer is 

situated. For business-to-consumer supplies of services, the place of taxation is where the seller is established. 

However, in certain circumstances, the general rules for supplies to both businesses and consumers are not 

applicable and the principle of taxation at the place of consumption is applied. These services are intermediary 

services; services connected with immovable property; transport services; cultural, artistic, sporting, scientific, 

educational, entertainment or similar services etc. 

If the buyer is in Slovenia and the seller is in a country that is not an EU member state, the customs 

administration will charge VAT on the importation of goods whereby the buyer pays the VAT (different 

rules apply to services depending on the place of the provision and type of service whereby in most cases 

the buyer pays the VAT, with the latter exercising it as input VAT). 

If the buyer is in a country that is not an EU member state and the seller is in Slovenia, the seller does not 

charge or pay VAT. 

Invoicing rules are established in the Value Added Tax Act. Only in cases of cross-border supplies which are 

subject to a reverse charge and for supplies which are taxable outside the EU the obligatory elements of an 

invoice are prescribed in the Value Added Tax Act of the EU member state where the supplier is 

established. Invoices for cross-border supplies must be issued no later than on the 15th day of the month 

following the supply. 

Tax rates 

Two VAT rates are applicable in Slovenia.  

The standard VAT rate is 22% and applies to all supplies of goods and services not specified as being 

subject to the reduced rate or to exemptions.  

The reduced rate of 9.5% applies to goods and services specifically defined by the VAT Act.  

Registration of foreign taxable persons 

A foreign natural or legal person performing business with goods and services in Slovenia subject to 

Slovenian VAT (except when they supply goods or services in respect of which VAT is payable solely by the 

customer) must register for VAT and acquire a VAT identification number prior to the commencement of 

business. Upon registration, both foreigners and Slovenian taxable persons must charge VAT and submit a 

VAT return to the tax administration once a month. 

 

 



 

Copyright Centre for International Cooperation and Development (CMSR), May 2019 

Appointment of a representative 

A foreign person may authorise a Slovenian taxable person to perform obligations and exercise its rights on 

its behalf as regards the obligations and rights of the foreign person registered for VAT in Slovenia. 

A tax representative may be any legal or natural person which is a resident of Slovenia and liable to VAT, 

except the subsidiaries of a foreign person. 

The appointment of a tax representative is mandatory for foreigners which do not have their registered 

seat in Slovenia and which are not from an EU member state. 

VAT refunds to non-established taxable persons 

A taxable person established in another member state or in a third country is entitled to a refund of the 

VAT paid in Slovenia on supplies of goods and services and upon the importation of goods if certain legal 

conditions are fulfilled. These conditions are: 

- the taxable person is not registered for VAT in Slovenia; 

- the taxable person does not provide supplies in Slovenia, except: 

- transport and transport-related services subject to exemption; 

- supplies where the tax on the supply is payable by the person receiving the supply.  

VAT refunds to taxable persons established in another member state 

A taxable person established in another member state is entitled to a refund of those amounts of VAT for 

which the taxable person established in Slovenia may exercise the right of deduction. 

To be entitled to a refund of VAT in Slovenia, the taxable person established in another member state has 

to carry out transactions for which he has the right to deduct VAT in the member state where he is 

established. 

Refund application must be submitted by 30 September of the calendar year following the refund period. 

The application is only considered to have been submitted if the applicant has provided all of the required 

information. 

To obtain a VAT refund in Slovenia, the taxable person established in another member state must address 

an electronic refund application to Slovenia and submit it to the member state in which they are 

established via the electronic portal set up by that member state. 

VAT refunds to taxable persons established in a third country  
VAT refunds to taxable persons established outside the EU are only granted according to conditions of 

reciprocity. 

A refund application has to be submitted to the competent tax authority by 30 June of the calendar year 

following the refund period. 

The minimum refund limits are as follows: 

- EUR 400 or the equivalent in national currency if the refund period is between 6 months and less 

than a calendar year; and 

- EUR 50 or the equivalent in national currency if the refund period is the calendar year or the 

remainder of a calendar year. 

The Ljubljana Financial Office is the competent tax authority for making a VAT refund to foreign taxable 

persons. 

 


